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ANNCR: 

THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE U.S, NATIONAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES 
HAS TAKEN ANOTHER STRONG STAND ON BEHALF OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS OF 
SCIENTISTS AROUND THE WORLD. VOA SCIENCE EDITOR LASZLO DOSA 
PREPARED THIS BACKGROUND REPORT. 

VOICE: 

DOCTOR PHILIP HANDLER, PRESIDENT OF THE NATIONAL ACADEMY 
OF SCIENCES, SAID IN HIS ANNUAL REPORT THAT THE ACADEMY'S 
RELATIONSHIP WITH THE SCIENTIFIC COMMUNITY OF THE SOVIET UNION 
IS SOMEWHAT STRAINED, HE NOTED THAT THE ACADEMY IS RESPONSIBLE 
FOR THE CONDUCT OF NUMEROUS SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY EXCHANGE 
PROGRAMS WITH THE SOVIET UNION. MANY OF THESE PROGRAMS HAVE 
BEEN HIGHLY SUCCESSFUL AND MUTUALLY BENEFICIAL AND DOCTOR 
HANDLER WOULD LIKE TO SEE THEM EXPANDED, 

THE ACADEMY PRESIDENT POINTED OUT, HOWEVER, THAT "SORELY 
TROUBLED BY THE PERSONAL CIRCUMSTANCES" OF SOME OF THEIR SOVIET 
COLLEAGUES, MANY AMERICAN ACADEMICIANS WOULD PREFER THAT THE 
EXCHANGE PROGRAMS BE CANCELLED. WHILE DOCTOR HANDLER PERSONALLY 
CONSIDERS SUCH MOVE AS A SERIOUS ERROR AND WOULD LIKE TO SEE 
THE COOPERATION MAINTAINED AT ITS CURRENT LEVEL, HE WOULD LINK 
ITS INCREASE TO ONE CONDITION. 

THE PRESIDENT OF THE NATIONAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES SPELLED 
OUT THAT CONDITION FOR EXPANDED COOPERATION WITH THE SOVIET 
SCIENTIFIC COMMUNITY IN THESE WORDS: "UNTIL SOVIET AUTHORITIES 
OFFER THE MINOR CIVILTY OF A REPLY TO THE QUERIES ADDRESSED 


TO THEM BY OUR COMMITTEE ON HUMAN RIGHTS; UNTIL WE KNOW THE 


BACKGROUNDER NO, 5-5 66 PAGE 2 

FATE OF YURI ORLOV AND ANATOLY SHCHARANSKY; UNTIL THERE IS 
EVIDENCE OF CONSTRUCTIVE ATTENTION TO THE RIGHTS OF SUCH 
SCIENTISTS AS KOVALEV, GINSBURG AND LEVICH, I CONSIDER THAT 

WE WOULD BE ILL~ADVISED TO RESPOND AFFIRMATIVELY TO PROPOSALS 
FOR AN INCREASE BEYOND THE CURRENT LEVEL OF EXCHANGE ACTIVITY." 

THE NATIONAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES COMMITTEE ON HUMAN RIGHTS 
IS ALSO PAYING CLOSE ATTENTION TO THE FATE OF SCIENTISTS OUTSIDE 
THE SOVIET UNION, LAST MONTH, THE COMMITTEE SENT A DELEGATION 
TO ARGENTINA AND URUGUAY TO INVESTIGATE THE STATE OF SCIENCE 
AND HUMAN RIGHTS IN THOSE COUNTRIES. 

THE DELEGATION, HEADED BY NOBEL LAUREATE CHRISTIAN 
ANFINSEN, SUBMITTED A REPORT TO THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE 
ACADEMY. IT HAS URGED THE GOVERNMENT OF ARGENTINA TO RELEASE 
PHYSICIST ELENA SEVILA AND PSYCHIATRIST CLAUDIO BERGMAN, BOTH 
OF WHOM HAVE BEEN JAILED FOR SEVERAL YEARS WITHOUT TRIAL. AT 
THE SAME TIME, THE ACADEMY'S HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE HAS 
URGED THE GOVERNMENT OF URUGUAY TO RELEASE MATHEMATICIAN 
JOSE LUIS MASSERA AND HIS WIFE WHO ARE KEPT IN TWO DIFFERENT 
PRISONS AND HAVE RECEIVED JOB OFFERS FROM ACADEMIC INSTITUTIONS 
IN EUROPE AND THE UNITED STATES. 
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